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The Oregon Cartoon Project (OCP) has its roots in the
Oregon Cartoon Institute (OCI), which was co-founded by
Anne Elizabeth Richardson in 2007. Anne used the activities
of the OCI to explore Oregon film, animation and print
cartooning history. The OCI archives speak to the history of
Oregon's long involvement in these popular and culturally
relevant art forms. In 2025, the Oregon Cartoon Institute
became the official publication arm of the OCP.

Today, the OCP aims to draw on OCI history to build a
diverse community of artists and connect them with
educators, youth and the general public for creative exchange
and transformative community. A generous gift from Anne
funds the artist-in-residency that made Isa's Dream possible.
Natalie Garcia was its inaugural 2024-25 recipient.

First edition, 2025
Oregon Cartoon Institute
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THE OREGON CARTOON PROJECT’S
2024/25 ANNE ELIZABETH
RICHARPSON HELLOWSHIP



TO MY SISTERS, MAYRA AND LAURA,
WHO ALWAYS BELIEVEPD IN MY PREAMS



YOU EXCITED,
Mivaz

T KNOW YOU'RE GONNA N
DO GREAT THINGS AT
COLLEGE

STAY STRONG MIJA,
YOU GOT THIS




CRAP! T FELL
MAYBE... UMM..YOU AWAKE NOWZ AsLEEP lN CLAss.'

HEY, SORRY TO WAKE
YOU! I FIGUREP YOU
PIPN'T WANT TO MISS
THE ATTENDPANCE
PICTURE

HAHA...ERM.. THANK YOU
50 MUCH! MY SECONP YEAR OF
COLLEGE ANP I'M STILL
FALLING ASLEEP IN CLASS...
GOP I NeEeP TO GET MORE
SLEEP




ANOTHER FULL PAY OF
CLASSES PONE...T JUST
NEED TO LEAVE CAMPUS

AND CRASH AT HOME

N :
WHERE'D ALL
THE TIME 6072




JUST ONe MORE
PAY... T CAN PO TEST NEXT FRIPAY!

THIS

CALL FROM:
Mom







“JUST NEED TO MAKE IT ot :
THROUGH THIS HISTORY ‘_’ 0 6

(lo e 50) l-HsT .1.31

(lz \w)\,EO/38\
v ,,

(3 '5-.50)1-\NTH 40!

HELLO cLASS, AND
' WELCOME TO HISTORY Z23I: §
INTRO TO CHICANX HISTORY! | £
MY NAME IS PROFESSOR

FOR TOPAY, T'LL BE GUIPING
YOU ALL THROUGH A VIRTUAL
REALITY LECTURE ON A
SURPRISE TOPIC

GO0 AHEADP ANP PUT ON YOUR
HEADPSETS- T'LL SEE YOU SOON!




wWeLCcOME TO
MT ANGEL,
OREGON, 1977!




COME IN,

COME IN!

7

CHAVEZ WAS THE
FIRST FOUR-YEAR

ACCREPITED CHICANO-
RUN COLLEGE IN THE &
|

EFORE COLEGIO, THIS
BUILPING USEP TO BE
CALLED MT. ANGEL
CcoLLeGE

INFLUENCEPD BY THE GROWING LABOR ANDP CHICANO
MOVEMENT, THE MT. ANGEL COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
PECIPED TO ACTIVELY RECRUIT CHICANO STUPENTS ANP HIRE
CHICANO STAFF. THE FOUNDERS, SONNY MONTES AND JOSE
ROMERO, WORKEP TO BUILD THE COLEGIO FROM THE GROUNP
up




PURING THE 705,
LATINOS IN OREGON
FACED RACIAL
PISCRIMINATION, AND

( fi* STRUGGLED TO ACLESS

I HIGHER EPUCATION (4
N

A KEY ASPECT OF THE CHICANO
MOVEMENT WAS EPUCATION REFORM:
CHICANOQ STUPENTS WANTEPD TO SeE
THEMSELVES REFLECTEPD IN THE THINGS
THEY LEARNED, ANP BE TAUGHT BY
CHICANO FACULTY

THIS PROGRAM
MAPE HIGHER
EPUCATION MORE
ACLCESSIBLE FOR
LATINO YOUTH ANP
MIGRANT

THE COLEGIO
CENTRALIZEPD BILINGUAL
ANPD BICULTURAL
CURRICULUM IN THEIR

IF IT WAS 50
IMPACTFUL, HOW
COME THIS
COLLEGE ISN'T
WELL-KNOWN IN A
THE PRESENTZ/

THEY USEP A PROGRAM
CALLED “COLLEGE WITHOUT

. BORPERS” WHICH GRANTED
P . CREDITS FOR WORK PONE IN
‘ THE COMMUNITY




ool

QUESTION! AS IMPORTANT AS THIS

COLLEGE WAS- ENROLLMENT
FLUCTUATED, ANDP THE COLEGIO
COULPN’T PAY OFF THE $1.6
MILLION IN PEBT FROM HUP

NFORTUNATELY,
THE COLEGIO WAS
ONLY OPEN FROM
1973 TO 1983. WHEN |
New
APMINISTRATION
INHERITED MT.
ANGEL COLLECGE,
THEY ALSO
INHERITEP ITS
PEBT FROM THE
PEPARTMENT OF
HOUSING AND
URBAN
PEVELOPMENT

e BECAUSE OF LOW
ENROLLMENT AND PEBT, THE
COLEGIO CONSTANTLY HAP TO
FIGHT FOR ACCREPITATION.
THEY WERE ULTIMATELY
PENIEP IN [98I- LEAPING TO
IITS CLOSURE IN 1983

o REGARDLESS,
” THE IMPACT OF THOSE |0 YEARS SENT WAVES INTO THE | .,
LATINO COMMUNITY N OREGON. X
THE COLEGIO BROUGHT FIGURES LIKE CESAR CHAVEZ
TO CAMPUS; ALLOWING STUPENTS TO LEARN PIRECTLY
FROM CHICANO LABOR LEADERS AND GRASSROOTS
ORGANIZERS - ‘k :




“CIPRIANO FERREL, A COLEGIO ANTHONY VELIZ, WHOSE

PARENTS ATTENDPED COLEGIQ,
WOULP &0 ON TO ESTABLISH
POPER IN 2020- A LATINO
LEAPERSHIP NETWORK!

GRADUATE, WOULPD 60 ON TO
ESTABLISH PINEROS Y CAMPESINOS
A UNIDO ES DEL NORESTE (PCUN)- THE
LARGEST LATINO LABOR UNION IN 4
OREGON

PROVIPED A BLUE PRINT FOR USs TO
FOLLOW; MAKING HIGHER
EPUCATION MORE ACLCESSIBLE FOR
MIGRANT FARM WORKERS ANP
LATINE YOUTH!

FROM LEADERSHIP
“OPPORTUNITIES TO EPUCATION REFORM,
COLEGIO CESAR CHAVEZ PROVIDED A
SPACE FOR LATINOS- BY LATINOS. IN A
TIME WHERE HARDLY ANYBOPY WAS
STEPPING UP TO SUPPORT MIGRANT
WORKERS AND LATINO YOUTH- COLEGIQL




WE’RE OUT OF TIME, BUT
PON’T FORGET TO UPLOAP A
REFLECTION OF THIS
LECTURE ONTO THE COURSE
WEBSITE

FEEL FREE TO TAKE OFF YOUR
HEADPSETS ANP I WILL SeE
YOU NEXT WEPNESPAY!




MIVA WHERE ~
HAVE YOU BEEN?Z I'VE BEEN

TRYING TO REACH YOU BUT YOU
WON'T PICK UP MY CALLS!




|~ I'VE BEEN REALLY
A\ STRUGGLING LATELY

T STUPY REALLYN@
HARD..I 60 TO )
Y CLASSES £

I KNOW YOU WORK SO HARP TO PUT
ME THROUGH COLLEGE... BUT I
PON’T KNOW WHAT TO PO

CANT TELL YOU A
SECRET?

OF COURSE, WHAT

DROPPED OUT OF
COLLEGE
" FOR TWO YEARS
DURING MY JUNIOR,




I WAS STRUGGLING...
ANP YOUR GRANDPPA
GOT REALLY SICK. IT
WAS A SIGN T NEEPED
TO TAKE A BREA

YOUR &RANDPARENTS

WERE NOT HAPPY WITH

IT, BUT T MADE THE

DECISION THAT WAS
BEST FOR ME

=

EVERYTHING
WAS A RISK, BUT
THEY WANTED
Me- THEY

YOUR GRANPPARENTS
NEVER WENT TO COLLEGE- YOUR
GRANPMA NEVER GRAPUATEP
HIGHSCHOOL

NOW MIJA, IT'M NOT
GONNA MAKE THIS
DECISION FOR YOU

BUT REMEMBER: US
SOLORIO’S CAN GET
THROUGH ANY THING

—
MAAAYBE CHECK

IN WITH AN éa

APVISOR THOUGH

F

WHAT

ANY PREAMS YOU HAVE, MIJA,
I'LL SUPPORT THEM NO MATTER
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Natalie Garcia is a cartoonist and illustrator based in Eugene,
Oregon. They earned a B.A. in Indigenous, Race, and Ethnic
Studies with a minor in Comic Studies from the University of

Oregon. As the 2024—25 Anne Elizabeth Richardson Artist-in-

Residence, Garcia created Isa’s Dreams. Born and raised in rural
southern Oregon, they make comics that center belonging,
visibility, and joy, while inviting young readers of color to feel seen
and uplifted.



Isa’s Dreams is about Isa Solorio, a young woman who
feels like she’s always running to catch up—but never
fast enough. One day, she stumbles into a history class
about a special college called Colegio Cesar Chavez, the
very first school in the U.S. created and run by Chicano
leaders. When Isa starts learning about the powerful
dreams and struggles of the students who came before
her, something amazing happens: her own dreams
begin to change. Soon, Isa has to decide—will she stick
to what she knows, or will she venture into the
unknown?
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